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The Language Café Experience

Yoshinori lkawa
International Contemporary English

Faculty of Letters

Originally, my reason to come to the Language Café was to practice and improve my English by
speaking with native speakers but | soon realized that wasn't the case. This unique space has provided
me with countless opportunities to refine my English skills while engaging in fun and natural, real life
conversations.

At the Language Café, the topics of discussion are as diverse as the people who gather there.
Whether it's sharing our hobbies or passions, sharing our experiences as university students, talking
about university circles and clubs, or sharing our dreams and/or goals, there is always something
exciting or new to talk about. Each visit is a new experience, and | appreciate and I'm very grateful for
the friends that I've made.

What makes the Language Café truly special is its inclusivity. It's not just about practicing English
with native speakers; it's an inclusive experience for learners of all levels. The Language Café is a place
where everyone, regardless of their proficiency, can come together to communicate and connect.

In conclusion, | can 100% recommend coming here if one of your goals is either improve your
English communication or if you want to make friends. It's a place where conversations flow freely,
and where friendships are made. This unique space has not only improved my English but also
broadened my horizons. The Language Café is not just a place; it's an experience that welcomes
everyone!!

Global Café <~
(every Tuesday)




The Mysterious Tale of Barney Travers -Part One

Peter Lyons
International Contemporary English

Faculty of Letters

Recently, while chatting with my mother on the phone, | was surprised to hear that my
grandmother’s uncle had been a top division professional footballer in the 1920s. There were few
details known at this stage other than he had been very successful but had been involved in a scandal
that ended his playing career. As a big football fan, | wondered why | had never heard of this before,
and decided | needed to find out more. Thus began my quest for information about my great-great
uncle. After a little online research, | was able to piece together a short biography...

Barney Travers was born in 1894 in Sunderland in the north-east of England and played
football in his youth. He’d served in the British Army during World War | and was taken prisoner until
the war’s end in 1918. He had then played for his hometown club of Sunderland, scoring an impressive
28 goals before he was transferred to Fulham in London on 21 February 1921 for £3,000 that equaled
the British transfer record at that time. He continued to be a success in front of goal. In March of that
year, he travelled north to his local area, alone, three days before an important match. His new team
would play the local side South Shields. He allegedly
offered a bribe to the opposition team of £20 to lose
and this was uncovered somehow before the game.
An investigation took place, and Barney was banned
from playing football for life by the English Football

Association, meaning he would either have to move

abroad to continue playing or change his life path
completely. He died in his hometown in 1955 aged I;’hoto: Barney Travers (seated with ball) playing for
60. Fulham F.C in 1921
| had so many questions, but at this no point

no answers; Barney was a successful footballer at his peak and earning good money, so why would
he need to get involved with bribery? Why did he travel north alone three days before the match? To
see friends and family, or something more sinister? Only Barney was charged after the investigation,
but how can only one man fix a whole football match? Were others involved? What happened in his

later life and how did he feel about the whole affair?

(To be continued.....)

Thank you to Michael Travers for the photograph!
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