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Interviewer: I hear you have lived in Toyohashi for a long
time. Why did you first come to this city?

Miss Bartholomy: I've lived here for almost 10 years. I
originally thought I'd stay for just a couple of years, but I
ended up really enjoying life here. I first came to
Toyohashi as a university exchange student in 2009. In
fact, I came here to Aichi University’s Toyohashi campus!
I remember hanging out with some AiDai students
around Toyohashi, and they took me to karaoke for my

first time. It was so fun!

Interviewer: So, you came to Toyohashi as an exchange

student. What was your first impression of Japan?

Miss Bartholomy: Coming to Japan was a big deal for me.
It was my first time traveling overseas and on an
airplane. It was so exciting. Life in Japan felt like it
would be so different from my home in the USA. Back
home I had to drive almost everywhere. Here, the trains
are so impressive and getting around on foot or by public
transport was very different from my life at home. Other
things left an impression on me, too, like the food, the
shopping, and simply hearing a different language
everywhere around me. I also thought Japanese people
were more stylish than American people. Everything was
so new and interesting. I went to Tokyo, too, and there
was so much to look at and there were so many places to
go. I also went to Kyoto, and it felt like I was kind of
time-traveling because of the older architecture and the
overall atmosphere of the city. I felt like I was living in a

movie when I was here for the first time.
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Interviewer: And then you decided to return to
Toyohashi. What made you want to come back to this

small, rural city?

Miss Bartholomy: After my study trip I wanted to
experience living in Japan. After university, my goal
was to come to Japan and experience working in public
schools. My plan was to take what I learn about
education in Japan and go back to the US and work as a
high school English language arts teacher. But of course,
I ended up enjoying life here, and even in this small,
rural city, I ended up making friends from all over the
world and it really changed my life.

Interviewer: Tell me about your childhood in USA.

Miss Bartholomy: I grew up in Toledo, Ohio. The closest
large city is Detroit. Michigan. My parents, two younger
sisters and I lived near a zoo. On a hot, summer day,
you could sometimes smell the elephants. I attended a
Catholic school from kindergarten through junior high
and I had to wear a uniform, but I would change clothes
as soon as I got home so I could go outside and play. I'd
ride my bike for hours when I was a child. In high
school, I loved running, and I took lots of art classes. In
high school and college, I worked at a movie theater. I

loved that job because I got to see free movies.

Interviewer: Sounds like you had an active childhood.
So, you studied Japanese language in your college days.
Do you have any advice for students learning foreign
languages?

Miss Bartholomy: If you are learning a language and
want to improve beyond your lessons, try watching
movies or listening to music in that language. Watch
videos on YouTube in the language you are learning
about things you find interesting. Recently, I've been
watching videos on TikTok in Japanese, and it’s been
helpful for my language ability, especially for learning
casual, everyday Japanese. Acquiring a language is a
skill and it takes lots of time and practice. Don’t give

up!

Interviewer: Thanks for today and have a good career at

Aichi University.
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