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abstract

In comparing 7o the Sky of Decisive Battle (1943), a typical Japanese nation-
al policy film and a French film seemingly free of propaganda, This Sky is Yours
(1944), we found no small number of similarities. Both films use the word “sky”
in their titles, but both are abstinent from spectacular images showing thrilling air
battles, and both feature women playing a central role in the story, unlike conven-
tional war films about a single hero.

Nevertheless, the images of women entrusted to Setsuko Hara and Madelaine
Renaux, both played in the film, remain completely contrasting. The former is
portrayed as a clean mother (wife) who protects her family after the gun, a com-
plement to the patriarchal system that supports militarism. On the other hand,
Thérese, played by the latter, is a woman of a new age, far removed from the ide-
alized image of womanhood of Vichy’s moralism, pursuing her dreams and pas-
sions with confidence.

It is interesting to note that This Sky is Yours was praised by Pétainists at the
time of its presentation, despite its many progressive aspects that would later be
recognized as a pioneering feminist film. Conventional critics have explained this
seemingly contradictory phenomenon in terms of the ambiguity of the film. In this
regard, while The Sky is Yours depicts a new image of a woman, a wife who real-
izes her dreams with the support of her husband, from the perspective of “socio-
logical” propaganda, it reflects the conservative worldview shared by French soci-
ety at the time (the rebirth of the French order), and the truggle between these two
different elements enhances the quality of the work.
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