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Abstract

This paper discusses Bronislaw Kasper Malinowski’s Argonauts of the West-
ern Pacific and Margaret Mead’s Coming of Age in Samoa, both of which lay the
foundation for qualitative research methods. Both Malinowski and Mead are
trained cultural anthropologists. In particular, this paper pays special attention to
methodologies of collecting data. Malinowski uses participant observations to
delve into the infrastructure of the islands in Papua New Guinea, and he tries to
hide his racial identity by participating in local events because his identity as a
white western male researcher may hinder the collection of the data necessary for
his research. By contrast, Mead uses her identity as a female researcher effectively
to collect the data. This paper analyzes how both researchers immerse themselves

into a local community to collect descriptive data in their research.
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