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Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the effect of online-extensive reading on learn-
ers’ use of reading strategies (RS) and the change in their attitudes toward reading.

The authors introduced an online newspaper reading activity into a Japanese
language course for 40 international students at Aichi University and surveyed the
changes in learners’ reading attitudes.

The learners were introduced to and made aware of knowledge about RS. All
learners showed changes in RS, with 67.5% increasing their RS variations. Even
those learners who did not increase their RS based upon their survey results
showed changes in their tendency to use RS by examining the information within
the survey. In other words, all learners were changing their RS while engaging in
extensive reading. While previous studies have shown that bottom-up RS tend to
decrease and top-down RS tend to increase when learners are proficient in read-
ing, this was not the case in the present study. In their reading records and survey,
it was observed that some learners discovered RS, not taught in class, on their
own. And at the end of the extensive reading course, most learners reported that

their reading speed and accuracy had improved.

Keywords: online-extensive reading, reading strategies, attitudes, speed,

accuracy, newspaper
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