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Abstract

This paper describes the effects on student teachers’” awareness of teaching as
a result of the introduction of online workshops on (1) alphabetical writing in-
struction, (2) English phonological instruction, and (3) Jolly Phonics. The work-
shops were conducted in a foreign language teaching method classes for elemen-
tary education in teacher training program. The online workshops on (1)
alphabetical writing instruction and (2) English phonological instruction were
conducted based on materials prepared by the author (all students attended), and
(3) Jolly Phonics was introduced by an outside instructor (elective class). After
each lecture, students discussed their thoughts in a cooperative learning style, and
they were asked to submit their reflection on the lecture. The results of analyzing
their reflection showed the followings. (1): Students understood the importance of
careful and varied instruction tailored to children and of devising instruction so
that children do not feel uncomfortable with English. (2): They learned about the
relationship between letters and sounds in English, the importance of making ele-
mentary school students aware of the differences between English and Japanese,
diverse phonological instruction, and dyslexia. (3): They recognized the impor-
tance of teaching from a broad perspective and the importance of being aware of
the various senses (multisensory) that are appropriate for each child. Although the
students’ teaching skills seem to have improved in this class, it will be important
to continue to provide student teachers with opportunities to learn and think for
themselves in order to improve their ability to teach elementary school foreign

language classes.
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