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Abstract

It is said that the political power Native American women had exercised in
their societies was weakened in the face of Western colonialism. Native American
women, especially those who had embraced the matrilineal kinship system, were
ripped off their rights to own their land and participate in tribal politics in the late
19" century, when a series of assimilation policies were imposed upon them to ac-
commodate themselves to western set of gender roles. However, this was not al-
ways the case. While they faced pressures to assimilate into Western civilization,
some Native women seemed to take pride on their matrilineal kinship and exer-
cised their political power within newly founded political organizations such as
the Society of American Indians (SAI) and other such progressive movements to
uplift their race and the wider American society.

In this paper, I aim to reveal how the Oneida woman, Laura Cornelius Kel-
logg tried to navigate the male-centric politics in American Society. In SAI, she
sought Native Americans’ economic empowerment through proposing her “indus-
trial village” plan in the reservation to provide job opportunities for tribal mem-
bers, making use of their specialties. In her later involvement in land claims for
the Six Nations Confederacy, Kellogg did extensive research to reclaim the land
Six Nations had lost in the era of removal, and strenuously worked on fundraising
among its members to win their lawsuit. Moreover, it is noteworthy that she did
not limit her efforts within Native American politics. Kellogg introduced the in-
herent rights she had as an Oneida woman of Iroquois Confederacy to “civilized”
white women who participated in women’s suffrage movement. Later, she also

lectured on how newly enfranchised women should contribute to American soci-



ety. While her efforts were not always successful, Kellogg did not submit herself
to Western gender roles that was expected of women at the time. Though difficult,
she did exercise the political power she possessed as an Oneida to help uplift not

only Native Americans but American women as well.

Keywords: the Early 20th Century America, Native American Women’s Political
Power, Matrilineal Kinship System, the Society of American Indians,
Woman Suffrage Movement
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