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Shimamura went for a walk in the village when Komako had left, W Before a white wall,

shaded by eaves, a little girl in “mountain trousers” and an orange-red flannel kimono,
clearly brand-new, was bouncing a rubber ball. For Shimamura, there was autumn in the
littel scene. WThe houses were built in the style of the old regime. No doubt they were there
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when provincial lords passed down this north-country road. The eaves and the verandas

Slender autumn grasses grew along the top of an earthen wall. The pale-yellow plume
narrow leaves spread out in a delicate fountain. WYoko knelt on a straw mat beside the
road, flailing at beans spread out before her in the sunlight. W The beans jumped from their

around her head. She knelt, flailing away at the beans, her knees spread apart in their
“mountain trousers,” and she sang in that voice so clear it was almost sad, the voice that
seemed to be echoing back from somewhere.
“The butterfly, the dragonfly, the cricket. , The pine cricket, bell cricket, horse
cricket /” Are singing in the hills.”
How large the crow is, starting up from the cedar in the evening breeze—so says the poet.

Again there were warms of dragonflies by the cedar grove. Shimamura could see from his

window. As the evening approached, they seemed to swim about faster, more restlessly.
(Snow: 109-110)
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He sprang up and, hurrying to the door, looked out again. The wind had risen. The sun
was almost directly over the hole. Heat waves, glistening as if alive, rose from the burning
sand. The sand cliff towered higher and higher above him; its omniscient face seemed to tell

his muscles and bones the meaninglessness of resistance. The hot air penetrated his skin.
The temperature began to rise higher. (The Woman: 50)
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However, the size of the village was not the only surprising thing. Contrary to what one
would expect, the road was gradually rising. Since it led toward the sea, it would be more
natural for it to descend. Could he have misread the map? He tried questioning a young
village girl who was passing by just then. But she lowered her eyes and, acting as if she had
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not heard a thing, hurried on. Yet the pile of shells, the fishing nets, and the color of the

danger. (The Woman: 8)
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The sun had not yet risen. The sea was indistinguisheable from the sky, except that the sea
was slightly creased as if a cloth had wrinkles in it. Gradually as the sky whitened a dark line
lay on the horizon diving the sea from the sky and the grey cloth became barred with thick
strokes moving, one after another, beneath the surface, following each other, pursuing each
other, perpetually.

‘I see a ring,” said Bernard, ‘hanging above me. It quivers and hangs in a loop of light.” W
‘I see a slab of pale yellow,” said Susan, ‘spreading away until it meets a purpose stripe.” ¥ ‘I
hear a sound,” said Rhoda, ‘cheep, chirp; cheep, chirp; going up and down.” (The Waves: 8)
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