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Abstract

Cyril Lionel Robert James (C. L. R. James), born in 1901, is a Trinidadian
historian, journalist and writer. He wrote The Black Jacobins, Toussaint L’Ouver-
ture and the San Domingo Revolution in 1938. It was one of the first studies about
Haitian Revolution and its black leader Toussaint Louverture written by Caribbean
intellectuals. Haitian Revolution began in 1791, just two years after the French
Revolution. At first, it was an insurgence of Black slaves but step by step, it got
better organized and the black leader, Toussaint Louverture adopted French Revo-
lution’s philosophy into Haitian Revolution. So Black slaves began to insist on
their own liberty and human rights, which had been guaranteed in the Declaration
of rights of Man and Citizen in French Revolution in 1789. After a decade of rev-
olution and independence war against France, finally, Haiti declared their inde-
pendence in 1804. It was the birth of the second independent Republic in the New
World. It was also the first independent nation built by ex-Black slaves in the
world. In this article, we will see, by analyzing and criticizing this James’ study
on Caribbean history, how important this memorial revolution was for Caribbean
people in their history. We also verify how this revolution contributed to establish-

ing Caribbeans’ regional identity.

Keywords: C. L. R. James, Haitian Revolution, Toussaint Louverture, French
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